
the gift, it doesn’t matter; the 
important thing is that giving a 
gift is sharing your talents, time, 
and simply the person you are 
with those around you. And, the 
greatest gift that you can give is 
to bring out the gift in someone 
else. 

During this time of year, please 
tell your children of the gifts they 
have and give them an opportuni-
ty to share those gifts with others. 
It’s easy for children to recognize 
the presents they have, but it’s 
much harder for them to under-
stand the gifts of their personali-
ty. As teachers, we do our best to 
allow for opportunities for chil-
dren to practice and understand 
the gifts they have. At Pinebrook, 
we work hard to provide opportu-
nities for students to explore their 
gifts as leaders, singers, writers, 
mathematicians and so on. Thank 
you for giving us gift to teach 
your child and experience their 
gifts.  

We hope you have a restful and 
peaceful December. 

Mr. Thiessen 

December, 2013 

Dear Parents,  

Traditionally, this time of 
year, has been about giving. No 
matter what religion you follow 
or not, many of us enjoy and 
take part in the tradition of 
giving for whatever the reason. 
A good question to consider 
during the holiday season is 
this; when you give, are you 
giving a gift or a present? 
Many of us give to family mem-
bers, friends, co-workers, and 
peers. While many also give to 
strangers and the needy. We 
give time, money, toys, and the 
like as wonderful presents. Or, 
do we give them as gifts? Is 
there a difference? How do you 
know if you give a gift rather 
than a present? Which one 
should I give and to who?   

Before we go too much further, 
let me share this. Neither one is 
necessarily better than the oth-
er. This is because giving is, 
quite often, about timing. You 
may be in the right place, at 
the right time, to get the right 
thing for someone and because 
of that, you have a special 
place in their heart. This might 
be the same for a person you 
know very little about. You can 
give something material or give 
a helping hand. In both cases, 
giving works by acting on what 
you are inspired to do and 

when inspiration comes, you 
should probably follow it. More 
than likely, it’s the right thing.  

However, in the case of pur-
chasing something for someone, 
and giving it to them, it seems 
to be a present. A friend of 
mine says, “If you can wrap it, 
it must be a present.” Presents 
are an amazing instrument to 
bring great joy and happiness 
to others. By giving a present, 
you can make a very sad situa-
tion better, make a new connec-
tion with an old friend, make a 
new friend, share a laugh, 
express your appreciation, share 
your love, and the list of kind-
nesses that will ensue can be 
endless.  

A gift, as it seems to me, is 
different. It can not be 
wrapped, or boxed, and a bow 
can not be placed on it. A gift 
is something that is part of the 
persons being. It’s their talent, 
generosity, or thought. It can 
be whatever makes someone the 
person they are. You can’t 
really give a gift to someone, 
meaning you can’t give some-
one the ability to write beauti-
ful poetry, but a gift can still 
be given. You give a gift, by 
sharing the gifts you have with 
others. Maybe your gift is to 
sing, maybe it’s to construct 
buildings, maybe it’s to care, or 
maybe it’s to teach. Whatever 

FROM MR .  THIESSEN …  

LCPS 

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 3      DECEMBER, 2013 
WWW.LCPS.ORG/PINEBROOK 

P INEBROOK LEADER 

DECEMBER AT  
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 Dec. 19-20 —1st Grade  
Holidays Around the World 

 Dec. 19—5th grade Holi-
days Around the World —
9:00 a.m.  

 Dec.23-Jan. 1—Winter 
Break 

 Jan. 2—School resumes 

Pinebrook Elementary or 

 @PThiessen_LCPS 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE : 

FROM MR .  THIESSEN 

 

1 

L IBRARY NEWS 

TURKEY OF THE YEAR 

COUNSELORS ’  NEWS 

2 

TECH NEWS 

ART NEWS 

3 

  
SEARCH 4 

READING 

MUSIC MATTERS 

5 

  

TODAY’S LEARNERS  -  TOMORROW’S LEADERS! 



 

Holiday Shopping:   

When making your list 
and checking it twice, 
remember that books 
make wonderful holiday 
gifts.  Spending time 
browsing in a book store 
can be a welcome dis-
traction from the holiday 
hustle and bustle.  Take 
time over the holidays to 
snuggle up and read to 
and/or with your child.   

 

Accelerated Reader Update: 

We have fifty two students who 
have already earned participation 
to the AR Carnival which is awe-
some.  We also have twenty one 
students who have exceeded the 
200 point mark with one 
student at the 600 point 
mark.  This is a good time 
to look at your child’s Re-
naissance Home Connect to 
monitor your child’s pro-
gress with the Accelerated 
Reader Program.  

*This item should be 
small enough to sit in or 
around our foyer tree.  

*Be creative! Use this as a 
family activity and make 
an item for the tree.  

*Decide as a whole family 
which item to choose for 
the tree.  

 

Help us celebrate the many 
cultures of Pinebrook! Do 
you have a special family tra-
dition or holiday that you’d 
like to tell us about? We 
would love to have you help 
decorate our Pinebrook 
“Tradition Tree” by donating 
an item that represents your 
cultural heritage, religion, 
holiday or even a family tra-
dition.  

News You Can Use @ Your Library… 

News from Your School Counselors       

TURKEY OF THE YEAR:   

2013 Turkey of the Year 
on November 22, 2013.  
Bright and early, he greet-
ed the buses, car riders 
and walkers with a big 
gobble, gobble, gobble 
and was formally crowned 
on the morning show.  
The 2012 Turkey of the 
Year, Mrs. Angela Turner 
was able to FaceTime in 

from her new home in 
Kentucky to congratulate 
Mr. Thiessen.  It was a 
fun surprise for staff and 
students.  At the end of 
the school day, the chat-
ter in the hallways cen-
tered on who the stu-
dents would elect as next 
year’s Turkey of the 
Year. 

Thank you to all of the 
parents who have encour-
aged their child to partici-
pate in our Turkey of the 
Year Reading Incentive.  
With great enthusiasm the 
students read and they 
read and they read for a 
total of 5,422 hours.  To 
the students delight, Mr. 
Thiessen was crowned the 

“Real generosity is 
doing something nice 
for someone who will 
never find out.”  

 -Frank A. Clark 
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By Denise Higgins,  
Cheryl Gamble, and  

Dhalia Monsour 

Melissa Roberts, Heather Ross, and Jill Bidwell 

Please note that this 
item is a donation to 
the tree and will not be 
returned to you. How-
ever, it will be used 
each year on 
Pinebrook’s “Tradition 
Tree.” We look for-
ward to your family’s 
contribution!!  



    The holidays are upon us 
and that can sometimes 
mean new electronics.  
Ever wonder what to do 
with your old computers, 
cell phones, TVs, etc?  Did 
you know you can recycle 
them?  Stores like Staples, 
Office Depot, and Best Buy 
will accept most electronic 
items to be recycled.  
Goodwill also accepts com-
puters for recycling.  Ink 
cartridges can also be recy-

cled as well, and stores 
such as Staples and Office 
Depot have reimbursement 
plans.  You can also send 
your ink cartridges to 
Pinebrook and we can re-
cycle them for you, as well 
as earn money for our 
school.   

    For more information on 
electronic recycling in 
Loudoun County, click 
here.   

Happy Holidays and 
Happy Recycling!  

Technology News:  Recycle It!      Jenna Krause 

ArT           Donna Johnson and Kandyce Blackstock 

Mrs. Johnson’s creative classes are 
working on all kinds of awesome art!  First 
graders completed textured pinch pots and 
patterned landscapes, after break will be a 
fun penguin project.  Second graders made 
fun robots with patterns and details and 
they are working on Egyptian amulet 
necklaces.  After break we will practice 
mixing secondary colors with a fun ice 
cream project.  Third graders completed an 
Egyptian cat project and are working on 
Greek coins.  Fourth graders created amaz-
ing Gustav Klimt inspired trees and pat-
terns and are working on Medieval Illumi-
nated letters.  Fifth graders have been 
working on Tunnel Books about themselves 
and an optical art project. 

 
 
Mrs. Blackstock’s students will be 

working on the following: 1st grade will 
learn about Roy Lichtenstein and learn 
about primary colors. They will also learn 
about depth and explore painting.  2nd 
grade will do paper portrait cutouts. They 
will also paint street scenes of city blocks. 
3rd grade will create a collage and make 
Most Wanted Posters.  4th grade will cre-
ate a still life from observation and will 
create sweet drawings inspired by Wayne 
Thiebaud.  5th grade will create textured 
landscapes and will create monochromatic 
stamps. 
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"You can't use up crea-
tivity. The more you 
use, the more you 
have."  

~ Maya Angelou 

  

Wayne Thiebaud 

http://www.loudoun.gov/index.aspx?NID=407
http://www.loudoun.gov/index.aspx?NID=407


Many parents, educators, 
and community members 
have questions about gifted 
education.  While it is always 
helpful and advisable to 
speak with the SEARCH 
teacher at your child's school 
concerning questions you 
might have about gifted edu-
cation, there are many more 
resources which are worth 
exploring.  Local, state, and 
national organizations offer a 
wealth of information about 
every aspect of giftedness:  
characteristics of gifted chil-
dren, parenting the gifted 
child, local, state, and na-
tional standards, and oppor-
tunities for involvement.  
Let's explore a few ways to 
learn more about gifted edu-
cation, both here in Loudoun 
County and all over Virginia 
and the U.S. 

The first and best way to 
learn about LCPS gifted pro-
grams is to attend public 
meetings.  A series of meet-
ings was held in September 

for parents in several venues 
around Loudoun County.  
Similar meetings will be held 
after the winter break.  
There is no better way to 
understand gifted education 
in LCPS than to attend one 
of these meetings.  Dates 
and times will be announced 
soon, and your SEARCH 
teacher will post this infor-
mation on the school web-
site. 

Every other month, the 
LCPS Gifted Advisory 
Council meets at the LCPS 
Administration Building in 
Ashburn.  Various topics of 
local interest about gifted 
education are explored at 
these meetings, which are 
open to the public.  The 
next meeting is December 
12, so if you are interested 
in Loudoun County gifted 
education, make plans to 
attend.  More information 
can be found here:  http://
www.lcps.org/page/624  
If you are interested in gifted 

education around the state, 
you might want to investi-
gate the Virginia Association 
for the Gifted (VAG):  
http://www.vagifted.org/
index.html   Membership in 
the VAG is $20 per year and 
your dues will not only fur-
nish you with ongoing com-
munications (a long and in-
teresting monthly newslet-
ter) but will support gifted 
issues in the Common-
wealth.  The Parent Re-
sources section of the VAG 
website maintains a current 
list of summer and enrich-
ment opportunities for gift-
ed children, as well as arti-
cles of interest to parents. 
The National Association for 
Gifted Children (NAGC) is 
the national organization 
which supports gifted chil-
dren, their parents, gifted 
research, gifted education,  
and advocacy for the gifted.  
There is much to explore on 
the NAGC website (http://
www.nagc.org/ ) and, for 

SEARCH News:  Gifted Organizations  
By Julie Ciardiello 
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parents, there are numerous 
articles and position papers 
concerning many "Hot Top-
ics" in gifted education 
(http://www.nagc.org/
HotTopics.aspx ). 

There are many resources for 

learning about gifted educa-

tion—the issues, the re-

search, and the recommenda-

tions.  Explore some of these 

resources, but first and fore-

most, don't forget to attend 

the winter Gifted Information 

Nights.  We'll be announcing 

the times and places soon, so 

make plans to attend one of 

them.  You'll be glad you did! 

Physical Education News  Brian McPherson, Chris Lose, and Kim Grimes 

In November, we spent a lot 
of time working on basketball 
skills.  Third, fourth, and fifth 
grades participated in all areas 
of basketball, dribbling, 
shooting, and passing.  First 
and second grades focused on 
ball handling and dribbling 
skills.  We also worked on 
more of the components of 
fitness and understanding how 
to keep our body healthy. 

December will be “Bowling Time” in Pinebrook PE.  Stu-
dents in grades 1-5 will play various bowling games and 
then the gym will be turned into a bowling alley.  Students 
will get numerous opportunities to bowl and have fun with 
their classmates.  We will also introduce the students to 
circuit training, teaching them the benefits of circuit train-
ing, and examples of exer-
cises they can do both at 
school and at home.  Ask 
your child what circuits they 
did during PE and see how 
they are making their body 
stronger and healthier! 

http://www.lcps.org/page/624
http://www.lcps.org/page/624
http://www.vagifted.org/index.html
http://www.vagifted.org/index.html
http://www.nagc.org/
http://www.nagc.org/
http://www.nagc.org/HotTopics.aspx
http://www.nagc.org/HotTopics.aspx


This holiday season, 

give your child the 

gift of time… 

time for reading 

Whether for homework or 

fun, reading alone can turn 

your child into a lifelong book 

lover. Here are five ways to 

encourage your child: 

 

1. With your child, pick out a 

story she can read on her 

own. It could be a familiar 

book or one that’s at the 

same level as those she al-

ready reads alone. Look 

through it briefly, and ask 

her to read the first page to 

you. Then, let her finish 

reading the book herself.  

 

2. Stick around to help if 

necessary. If your child can’t 

figure out a word, have him 

try checking the picture, 

looking for parts he knows, 

rereading, or thinking about 

what makes sense with the 

story. If he asks for help 

often, that may be a sign he 

needs an easier book.  

 

Time for Reading    Stephanie Fidler and Maria Zambanini 
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3. Give her slips of paper 

to remember spots to 

share when she finishes. 

She might mark her fa-

vorite page or show you a 

new word she learned. 

 

4. If your child struggles 

or doesn’t enjoy silent 

reading, consider reading 

part of a book aloud to 

him and then letting him 

read the rest. Or read an 

entire book, and have him 

reread it later. 

 

5. Encourage your child 

to set goals. For example, 

she might read one chap-

ter a night or aim to fin-

ish a book each week. 

MUSIC MATTERS!  by Pat Avery, Pam Hoffmaster, and Linda Murphy 

Happy holidays to every-
one!  I sure hope your family 
enjoyed singing all the holiday 
songs during the month of De-
cember.  Everyone’s voice does 
not have to be perfect to enjoy 
singing together.  Ask your 
child to teach you a song they 
have learned in music class.  It 
is good for vocabulary, poetry, 
and singing! 

Second and third graders in 

Dr. Avery’s music classes will be 

doing a STREAM Project during 

January.  We will develop instru-

ments from a variety of recycled 

items.  Please send in wrapping 

paper rolls, bottles, boxes, etc. – 

anything that could possibly be 

used – but please nothing breaka-

ble. 



 

Welcome to Pinebrook Elementary where we believe 

that today's students are tomorrow's leaders! 

Pinebrook is located in Kirkpatrick Farms and is sur-

rounded by majestic mountains and rolling meadow 

land. At Pinebrook everyone is included, everyone is 

challenged and everyone is successful. Every teacher 

is a team member, every parent is a partner, every 

lesson is a learning opportunity and every day is an 

event to celebrate.  

 

Pinebrook Elementary School 
25480 Mindful Court  

Aldie, VA  20105  

Phone: (703) 957-4325 
Fax: (703) 542-7178 

LCPS 
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TOMORROW’S LEADERS! 
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